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HUMAN BURIALS AND EXTINCT MEGAMAMMALS

IN ARGENTINA

Gustavo Politis, archaeologist from CONICET-
Museo de la Plata in Argentina, has been in the U.S.
during the past year as a visiting scholar at the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of Kentucky, and
the Center for-the Study of Early Man. His excava-
tions at a key site in Argentina have uncovered no
fewer than 16 human skeletons that may date to the
Pleistocene.
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AN EARLY HOLOCENE
BURIAL AT THE

WILSON-LEONARD SITE
IN CENTRAL TEXAS

In January 1983, the archaeological community
learned of the work the archaeology section of the
Texas State Department of Highways was doing at the
Wilson-Leonard site on Brushy Creek, approximately
20 miles north of Austin. Actually, excavations within
the right-of-way of FM 1431 road had been underway
since 1981 under the supervision of Wayne C. Young.
The site, 41WM235, contained excellent Late Pre-
historic, Archaic, and Plano cultural components, but
it was on January 3, 1983, that the crew began un-
covering the skeletal remains of a huinan female some
three meters below the present ground surface and in
soils known to be more than 9,000 years old (see
diagram).

(Continued on page 3)
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The Pampa Region of Argentina was the location
of several late-nineteenth-century discoveries by F.
Ameghino of sites with associated human artifacts and
Pleistocene megamammals. Early in this century,
physical anthropologist Ales Hrdli¢ka disputed Ame-
ghino’s claims, asserting that people had not colon-
ized South America until after the Pleistocene extinc-
tions. In the 1970’s, a giant armadillo (Doedicurus
clavicaudatus) kill site named La Moderna was ex-
cavated in the Tandilia Mountains. With this research
came a renewed interest in the possibility of human
presence in the Pampa Region.

The Arroyo Seco Locality, Site 2, was discovered
just 135 km south a La Moderna. It had been exca-
vated by avocational archaeologists in 1973. In 1979,
Gustavo Politis and a multidisciplinary team from the
fields of paleoethnozoology, geology, archaeology,
and isotopic geology began a thorough investigation.

To date, approximately 140 square meters have
been excavated. This area covers about 20% of the
total subsurface deposits using adjacent test pits,
isolated test pits, and a 60 m long trench.

This is a multicomponent, open air site located
on an extensive plain, halfway between the Ventania
and Tandilia mountain ranges (see map, page 1). Lithic
and other materials found at the site probably have
been acquired from both mountain ranges, as well as
from coastal areas. In fact, Arroyo Seco may have
been chosen for its central location as well as the wide
range of food and other resources immediately
available.

Three cultural components have been identified
at the site so far. The Upper Component in a highly
disturbed plow zone is characterized by small, bi-
facially flaked triangular points and pottery; it dates
to about the sixteenth century. The Middle Component
is found at about 50 ¢m depth and contains medium-
sized bifacial triangular points, abundant grinding
stones, and numerous bones from the guanaco (Lama
glama guanicoe). The Lower Component contains a
diversity of Pleistocene animals in association with
cultural remains, superimposed directly over the
human burials.

(Continued on page 3)

Above, a fluted point preform with conjoined thinning flake,
found separately, probably broken during the manufacturing
process and discarded. Below, a heavily resharpened fluted
point. Both were found at the Adkins site and are shown ac-
tual size. (Photos: Buffalo Museum of Science, courtesy of

M. Gramly.)

GRAMLY REPORTS A PALEOINDIAN

SITE COMPLEX IN NORTHERN MAINE

In 1980, Michael Gramly went to talk to Francis
Vail, Jr., who had collected eighty of ninety Amer-
indian stone tools during low water at Aziscohos Lake
in the Magalloway River area of northern Maine. The
artifacts turned out to be older than anyone expected.
What Vail poured out for Gramly to inspect were
fluted points and bifaces from the Paleoindian period.
Since then, materials from what is now called the Vail
site have been radiocarbon dated at about 10,600 years
ago. Francis Vail has generously donated the stone
tools he collected to the Maine State Museum. Recent-
ly, even more sites near Vail have been discovered,
forming a Paleoindian site complex that Gramly is
continuing to excavate.

The Magalloway River, along with a twenty-three-
mile long dam-created lake, follows a twisting and dif-
ficult path near the intersection of Maine, New Hamp-
shire and Quebec. At a particularly narrow and rocky
S-turn, about midway up the valley, Gramly’s sites are
perched atop glacial-age sediments, about 25-30 feet
above the present day river.

Gramly now has six Paleoindian surface and near-
surface sites within a few miles of one another, which
he calls the Magalloway Valley Complex. The Vail
site was the first, and is the only one so far to have
yielded organic materials for radiocarbon dating. In
the fall of 1984, stratigraphic cuts into channel deposits

(Continued on page 7)
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SOMETHING NEW FOR
Current Research '
in the Pleistocene

Popularity of the Center’s jounal Current
Research in the Pleistocene (CRP) is gaining fast.
Volume 2 contained approximately 150 pages of new
information about the peopling of the Western
Hemisphere. Each issue of the journal has been slightly
different, each time an improvement, as the Center
responds to the wants and needs of the profession.
Volume 2 contains articles from scientists studying in
northeast China and Siberia (USSR), that geographic
threshold into the Americas. Although English is the
language of CRP, the Center will also publish ap-
propriate articles in Spanish, French, Portuguese, Rus-
sian, and Chinese (e.g., see Vol. 2). We feel that the
study and the understanding of the peopling of the
Americas is important to everyone in the world who
is interested in human origins; the Center wants to
make current research available to all.

Volume 3 (to be published May 1986) will have
yet another requested twist. It has come to the atten-
tion of the Center that very little is widely known about
late Pleistocene human prehistory in Northeast Asia.
Many of the journals of China and the USSR are not
readily available to a wide audience in the Western
Hemisphere. Because of this, CRP volumes will start
having sections: I) approximately 50 authored articles
of state-of-the-art current research (as in the previous
two issues of the journal), and II) a survey of recent
articles concerned with the paleoenvironments and.
human prehistory just prior to and during the emigra-
tion across Beringia. We are planning on having Soviet
and Chinese scientists (two from each country) review
the recent issues of journals and books of their coun-
tries-for.pertinent articles. The lists will contain com-
plete reference source data in English.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Once again the Center is asking for your contribu-
tion to Current Research in the Pleistocene. Approx-
imately three typed pages of original and current
research is all that is requested, Remember the deadline
is January 31, 1986! For more information and
guidelines contact the Publications Coordinator at the
Center. Jim Mead had been the editor of CRP here
at the Center for two years. He will continue his editing
of Volume 3, but from his new desk at the Depart-
ment of Geology (Northern Arizona University) and
the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff. All
manuscripts to be published in CRP should be sent
directly to Jim at the address below. Administration
of the journal-will still be handled at the Center’s head-
quarters in Orono, Maine.

Send CRP manuscripts to: Jim I. Mead, Editor,
Current Research in the Pleistocene, Départment of
Geology, Box 6030, Northern Arizona University,
Flagstaff, AZ 86011, U.S.A.
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JEWELRY (

Red-brown and

white enamel fill the
golden edges of our cloi-
sonné mammoth. Shown

actual size.

Tie tack $6 |
.Bola tie slide $6

Stick pin  $6 i

Please include your name and mailing address.
Price includes shipping and handling. Add $1.00
shipping outside North America. Maine residents
add 5% sales tax. U.S. funds only. Make checks
payable to the Center for the Study of Early Man,
University of Maine at Orono, 495 College Ave.,
Orono, ME 04473, Allow 6 weeks for delivery.
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NEWS

The Mammoth Trumpet is now a year old, still
in its infancy, as the Center for the Study of Early Man
begins its fifth year. Created with a mission to
stimulate and organize research on the peopling of the
Americas and to bring that story to the public, the
Center has struggled to define its niche. We are in the
communication business, forging new lines-of infor-
mation flow among the disciplines of the Quaternary
sciences and between scientists and the general public.

In this age of technology and sophisticated
science, we of the Western hemisphere are still largely
ignorant of our human heritage, of a saga that reaches
back millenia and across continents, of a constant ef-
fort to survive amidst a radically changing environ-
ment. We know very little about that saga, yet we need
to know much. Not only does the understanding of
our “roots” give meaning to our endeavors by placing
us in a longer timeframe, but it can contribute to our
ultimate survival. More than 10,000 years of human
and environmental history provides many lessons in
adaptation and climatic change. Just how will we sur-
vive the next millenium?

Members of the Center for the Study of Early
Man constitute a diverse family. Professionals from
many disciplines, avocational archaeologists, students,
geologists, physicians, electricians, housewives, an-
thropologists, botanists, chemists and many more—
all seeking a better understanding of the prehistoric
past. Professionals who work together to reconstruct
the dim past also seek a better understanding of each
other’s disciplines. And the public, who has the ul-

ABOUT THE READER SURVEY .

Thank you to all who took the time (and cut up
your papers!) to respond to the reader survey in the
spring M. T. It was most interesting and; in someé in-
stances entertaining reading. It was a real uplift to have
so many tell us they liked the Trumpet just the way
it is, and that we’re doing a fine job. It was also encour-
aging to have people suggest we do things we already
had plans for. These include more reports about
specific sites or regions, more photographs or artifacts,
and more information that can be used by teachers.
We have already begun plans for an expanded adver-
tising effort with ads to appear in several major jour-
nals and magazines.

For those of you (and there are many) who ob-
jected to having to cut up the Trumpet in order to re-
spond to the survey, or in order to renew, we have
changed our approach. From now on, there will be

ARE YOU AN
AVOCATIONAL
ARCHAEOLOGIST?______

If you are an avocational archaeologist, you can
help the Center. We need your assistance in reaching
your colleagues in local and state archaeological
societies. We would like to be sure that all ar-
chaeological society members know about the Center
and about the Mammoth Trumpet. In addition, we are
interested in keeping people informed about our ac-
tivities and our publications through local society
newsletters. Finally, we are very interested in having
an exhibit at state and local meetings. We. will be
writing to most of the state societies, but it will be
much more difficult for us to reach the local societies.
We will be needing representatives at local and state
meetings. Also, in order to keep up with new dis-
coveries across two continents, we depend in part on
input from local researchers. If you know of work be-
ing done on the Paleoindian period in your area, please
let us know about it, and who we should contact to
learn more. Can you help?

timate say in spending money for preservation and
conservation of a global heritage, wants to know about

=the latest research efforts, the latest success, the fron-
tier. This is the niche the Center should fill. *

We speak with many voices. The Mammoth
Trumpet speaks to all who are interested, professional
and layperson alike, and provides a public forum for
information exchange. The Center’s Current Research
in the Pleistocene highlights the leading edge of
Quaternary science as it focuses on the peopling of the
"Americas, and does so in a concise, illustrated format.
The Peopling of the Americas book series offers a wide
range of research in depth, and will soon offer more
publications for the general public. Our library, cur-
rently available to visitors, is growing and we hope to
extend its availability to a wider audience. We have
just recently ventured into the world of videotapes, and
we are working on a distribution plan.

With one foot in the humanities as we tell the
story of human survival and adaptation, and the other
foot in the sciences as we use the latest techniques to
reconstruct the past, the Center for the Study of Early
Man seeks a broad constituency. We continue to need
the help of our members as we plan for the year 2000.
Your intellectual and financial support are necessary
as we look to the future. Please do what you can to
place the Center on a solid financial footing. We

_ welcome contributions to our endowment as well as

support of specific projects. Join us in the struggle to
reconstruct and preserve the Americas’ earliest
heritage!

an enclosed order blank with every issue. This way,
you can keep your paper intact. And, we hope, this
will give- members the opportunity to help us spread
the word about the Center. Please give the enclosure
to a friend if you won’t be using it.

A number of our readers from Alaska and Hawaii
said their Trumpets took too long to reach them. Start-
ing immediately, we will be willing to mail the paper
first class/air mail for those of you who send $1.00
U.S. to defray the additional handling and postage.
All newspapers mailed outside North America go air
mail already. Along those lines, we are consjdering
changes from third to second class mail within the U.S. ~
This change will assure mail gets forwarded if the ad-
dress is incorrect. .

We will continue to be flexible in meeting the
needs of our readers. Please keep in touch.

The Mammoth Trumpet is published quarterly by the Center
for the Study of Early Man, Institute for Quaternary Studies,
University of Maine at Orono, 495 College Ave., Orono, ME
04473, ISSN #8755-6898
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be sent to the Center.
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dpdate on the ‘Leanderthal Lady’

MAMMOTH TRUMPET

AN EARLY HOLOCENE BURIAL
AT THE WILSON-LEONARD SITE

IN CENTRAL TEXAS

(Continued from page 1)

The outline of the burial pit was recognized, in-
cluding the backdirt the aboriginals could not return
to the pit once the body was in place. The original
depth of the grave was approximately 30 cm. The
Leanderthal Lady, or “Leanne” as she became affec-
tionately known by the crew, and for whom the soil
zone was named, was on her right side in a semiflexed
position facing west (see photo). Also in the grave was
a fossil shark’s tooth found at the proximal end of the
left humerus; a granitic sandstone chopper with pig-
ment stains; and an angular fossiliferous limestone
cobble under which were found several particles of
charcoal. This material was submitted to the Univer-
sity of Arizona for dating through their tandem ac-
celerator. Reduced to only 1 mg of fine charcoal, a
date of 13,000+ 3,000 years B.P. was produced. Two
other asseys, using standard radiocarbon dating
methods and with more acceptable standard devia-
tions, were derived from the soil humates within the
burial zone, and are probably better dates for the
“Leanne” burial. These are 9,470 + 170 (Tx-4787) and
9,650+ 120 (Tx-4793) B.P. Soil humate dates can be
equal to, but are generally younger than, the actual
time of deposition,

The stratigraphy at the site is such that there is
no question as to the provenience and age of the in-
terment pit. Seven specimens of a thick and notched
dart point form which we will call “Wilson” (see
photo), along with three unidentified lanceolate speci-
mens, were found in the Leanne soils, and the occupa-
tion here is interpreted to date from the earliest end
of the Early Archaic period. Interestingly, the two soil
zones above the Leanne soils contained, in quantity,
traditional Paleoindian dart point forms identified as
Midland, Plainview, Scottsbluff, “Texas Angostura”
and other Plano forms. The bottom of the Leanne soils
below the burial contained the earliest and most

3

Burial 4, containing the skeleton of a child with pen-
dants made of over 150 canid teeth, circular shell beads
and red ochre around the head. (Photo courtesy of
G. Politis.)

(Continued from page 1)

The cultural materials from this “early man oc-
cupational level” are distributed fairly evenly across
the entire excavated area and within the burials. The
faunal remains, of both modern and extinct animal

HUMAN BURIALS AND
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Late Prehistoric

Late Archaic

Middlg Archaic

Early Archaic

Angostura

Scottsbiuff

Plainview

Leanne

"wILSON" Solls

Above, the early Holocene semiflexed burial of the Leanderthal Lady; above right, an idealized soil
profile of the Wilson-Leonard site. Below Wilson points, top row, and lanceolate fragments, bottom row,

from the Leanne soils, in which Wilson points occur
earlier than Plainview. (“Leanne” photo: M. Bell, all
photos courtesy of M. Weir.)

discrete occupation at the site. The assemblage there
contained one very thin lanceolate projectile point, is
truly Paleoindian, and is associated with at least one
butchered bison. Dennis Stanford of the Smithsonian
Institution indicated that this assemblage appeared

Folsom, although no projectile points from this culture
were found at the site.

Examination of the skeletal remains in the field
by Al B. Wesolowsky, of Boston University, suggested
that “Leanne” was a female near the end of her third
decade at time of death. She was over § ft. 2 in. tall,
and had a fused left clavicle/first rib caused by an in-
jury that later healed. Cause of death has not been
determined; the skeleton is still under study.

The significance of the Wilson-Leonard site is that:
it possesses stratigraphic evidence for most of the
episodes of prehistoric occupation in central Texas,
one of which dates 9,500 years B.P. or older and con--
tains an Early Archaic component from where the
“Leanne” burial was made, and that is definitely earlier
in time and stratigraphically lower than classical Plain-
view and Scottsbluff materials. Research continues,
and it is hoped that ‘a preliminary:report will' be -
available in 1986.

—Frank A. Weir, Director of Archaeological Studies .
State Dept. of Highways and Public Transportation
Austin, TX 78701

EXTINCT MEGAMAMMALS IN ARGENTINA

guanicoe), and pampa deer (Odocoileus bezoarticus),
but they also include many now-extinct animals:
ground sloths (Megatherium, Mpylodon, Glosso-
therium), camels (Macrauchenia, Paleolama), and
horses (Equus, Hippidion-Onohipidium).

This level also produced some 83 stone tool arti-
facts, primarily of quartzite, but including some basal-
tic cobbles, silicified tuff, and chalcedony. The
assemblage is characterized by medium-sized flakes
with unifacial marginal retouch. Some artifacts with
bipolar technique and narrow marginal bifacial re-
touch have also been found. The tool types identified
include various sorts of scrapers, half a bola stone,
and two pieces of grinding stone.

The human skeletal remains appear to have been
buried in both single and multiple burials. The fact
that the overlying “early man” level shows no sign of
intrusion from above leads Politis to conclude the
burials occurred no later than the deposition of the

Burials
,2,3,4,5,9

Carbonate

Burial 10
0 05 1.0
——re—ed

meters

Qoh,

profile of a wall of the excavation shows

are of selective skeletal parts, sometimes burned, cut,
or showing other signs of human alteration. The bones
consist primarily of the modern guanaco (Lama glama

locations of human burials and cultural components.
Open circles (middle left) indi radiocarbon dated
soil samples.

lower “early man” layer of bones and artifacts.
Although radiocarbon dating has produced dates of
8390+240 (sample of Megatherium), 8560 +320
(sample of Burial 2), and 5250 + 110 (also a sample of
Burial 2), Politis feels the association with extinct
Pleistocene fauna and the discrepancy in dates points
to the possibility of sample contamination.

Burial 1 is comprised of three articulated skele-
tons: an adult female with circular shell beads around
her neck, an adult male with pendants made from
canid canine teeth, and a child. There were two adult
females and one adult male in Burial 2, none with
funerary goods, but all articulated. Burial 3 was
compcsed of two adult males, one disarticulated.
Burial 4 was an articulated skeleton of a child with pen-
dants containing more than 150 canid teeth, circular
shell beads, and with red ochre around the head. A
small basaltic bola stone was found displaced about
40 cm from the body. Burial 5 was an articulated, but
incomplete, infant skeleton. with 10 canid tooth
pendants.

Burials 6, 7, and 8 were infants with red ochre
around the body and rectangular shell beads. Beside
the head of Burial 8 a Glyptodon scute was found in
direct association with the other funerary goods.

Burial 9 was an articulated male skeleton. Part
of the spinal column, ribs, and the pelvis were absent,
and stones had apparently been placed in the area of
the missing bones. Burial 10, containing several in-
dividuals, has not yet been studied.

If the suggested link between the human burials
and the Lower Component is confirmed, Arroyo Seco
will provide outstanding information about the
physical characteristics of early human occupants of
South America, and about the ritual activities as-
sociated with the dead in Late Pleistocene-Early
Holocene times. Further bone samples are to be dated
to help place the burials more securely in a chrono-
logical framework.



More and more, discoveries about prehistoric
humans are making an impression on literature. Mam-
moth Trumpet staff felt it might be a service to its
readers to provide a suggested reading list of some of
the more thoughtful works of fiction that reflect an
interest in early humanity.

All the books discussed at length here are both
entertaining and instructive. None simply uses a
prehistoric setting to add some exotic color to adven-
ture-story formulas. On the other hand, none simply
uses fictional form to dress up scientific information.
All of them try to reflect what prehistoric people and
their life styles might have been like as accurately as
possible, and to tell a good tale at the same time. But
perhaps what is most memorable in all of them is a
meditation upon the traits that make us human—from
the mammoth hunter’s courage to the scientist’s
curiosity. )

The review must go beyond discussing how works
dealing with the nature of the “primitive” — from Tar-
zan of the Apes to Lord of the Flies —reflect certain
attitudes that also show up in portrayals of prehistoric
humanity. In fact, the word “primitive” itself reflects
one common preconception often projected on non-
technological peoples, and is for that reason a rather
poor term. The negative value judgment lurking in it
about some supposed “savagery” does indicate, how-
ever, how often speculation about early humanity gets
bound up with the age-old Nature versus Culture
debate. That is, the idea behind the word “primitive”
is that there is an original and essential human nature
before civilization gets to it and alters it, whether for
better or worse. Thus, depictions of early humans may
easily become either pictures of untamed bestiality
struggling to survive in an existence that was “nasty,
brutish and short” or, going to the other extreme, of
Noble Savages still living in the Garden of Eden. For
obvious reasons, the better works of fiction not only
try to avoid these two extremes, but often call into
question the dichotomy itself, as we shall see.

Some stories use an archaic setting, but do not
really reflect very centrally on early human traits. Clif-
ford Simak’s Mastodonia and Julian May’s four-

- volume Pleistocene Saga are examples. This is not a
criticism, of course: these works simply do something
else. They do bring up another matter, however. Al-
though two of them were not published as such, these
stories fall, necessarily and by definition, into the con-
text of science fiction, a fact that may disquiet readers
used to thinking of science fiction as subliterate junk.
In literary criticism, nevertheless, that is rapidly
becoming an obsolete notion. Many critics now regard
science fiction as a central form of modern narrative
because, unlike so-called realistic fiction, it is not
hampered by the unexamined notion that “reality” is
found only in, say, reflections of twentieth-century
urban America. They also recognize that, as for
literary quality, science fiction writers like Samuel
Delany or Michael Bishop are often far more sophisti-
cated than the average realistic novelist.

MAMMOTH TRUMPET
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Some write science fiction occasionally rather
than habitually. Among them is William Golding,
whose credentials include the 1983 Nobel Prize for
literature. His 1955 The Inheritors, the story of an en-
counter by Neanderthals with a Cro-Magnon tribe,
was quite possibly the first novel ever to attempt a truly
sympathetic portrait of prehistoric humans. Indeed,
some historical perspective is required to understand
‘how original it was when it initially appeared. The first
early human fossil, the skull of a Neanderthal, was
discovered in 1856, and was almost immediately caught
up in the furious debate over Darwin’s Origin of
Species, published in 1859. T.H. Huxley, one of the
most eminent spokesmen for the Darwinian theory,
examined the skull in 1863 and declared unequivocally
that the creature it belonged to was no mere humanlike
ape but undoubtedly human. Despite that, when a
Neanderthal skeleton complete enough for examina-
tion was finally turned up and given to a renowned
paleontologist named Marcellin Boule in 1911, Boule
spent three volumes “proving” that Neanderthal Man
was a brutish creature who walked like an ape and was,
at best, only a little smarter.

The stunning fact that should never be forgotten
was that Boule’s view was not formally refuted until
1957, when it was finally demonstrated that he had
not only assembled the skeleton wrongly but had dis-
counted evidence that its bent posture was due to
arthritis. For what it established, at the very inception
of early human studies, was the principle that there
are no pure facts: the past is always a reconstruction,
and therefore always vulnerable to the reconstructor’s
desires and preconceptions.

The point is that Boule’s view became more or less
the common one of Neanderthal people, and is re-
corded in H.G. Wells’ 1921 sketch “The Grisly Folk.”
Wells’ Neanderthals are given, as an indication of how
much dignity they are accorded, the names of Click
and Waugh, which makes them sound like a “cave
man” version of Cheech and Chong, though the tale
is anything but humorous. A description of these
“gorilla-like monsters” also made its way into -Wells’
immensely popular and influential Outline of History.
Golding quotes this passage as epigraph to The In-
heritors, and, two years before the refutation of
Boule’s reconstruction, writes his novel relentlessly in
the teeth of its Victorian myth of progress. He was not
the first to contrast modern humanity unfavorably
with Neanderthal. L. Sprague de Camp, for one, had
done so in science fiction as far back as 1939 in a satiric
story called “The Gnarly Man,” where an anthro-
pologist discovers a living Neanderthal in a circus side
show. But “The Gnarly Man” is a lighthearted story;
Golding is deadly serious. He still accepts the assump-
tions of a fairly apelike gait and restricted intelligénce:
technologically, his Neanderthals have fire and stone
tools but very little else, not even clothing. When a
Cro-Magnon steps out of his fur, the hero, Lok, thinks
the man has taken off his skin.

But by making Lok something of a simpleton even

% The past is always a reconstruction,
and therefore always vulnerable to
the reconstructor’s desires and
preconceptions.

by Neanderthal standards (he is the tribal fool or
“natural”), Golding accentuates his major theme: that
the Neanderthal were probably, like the animals, rela-
tively innocent or “unfallen” creatures. This is not just
sentimentality. The calculated cruelty of distinctively

- human evil is probably bound up with processing a

brain capable of abstraction. The first abstraction, as
Descartes showed, is the concept of “I,” and with self-
awareness comes the possibility of egocentricity, of
corruption, Lok’s healthy animality and natural affec-
tions are contrasted with a Cro-Magnon orgy that ac-
quires overtones of a drunken sado-masochism; his
gentle though awestruck earth-goddess religion is com-
pared to a Cro-Magnon hunter’s sacrifice of a finger
to his bloodthirsty patriarchal deity. It does not matter:
the race of Abel is wiped out in short order, and the
race of Cain survives, in Golding’s view, to become
our ancestors. R

The Inheritors is dark, but makes for powerful
reading. The same is true of a very intense story in
Harlan Ellison’s 1972 landmark anthology Again,
Dangerous Visions, i.e., David Kerr’s “Epiphany for
Aliens.” Here, as in de Camp, living Neanderthals are
discovered in modern times; as in Golding, modern
people exterminate them without being able to stop
themselves. The protagonist, a woman scientist, gives
herself sexually to a ferocious Neanderthal (who kills
her immediately afterward) because she is so utterly
alienated from her own egocentrism and that of tech-
nological civilization. She becomes fascinated by the
Neanderthal as a sort of incarnate id, the ultimate
macho he-man, barbarian vitality versus civilized
decadence. ‘Obviously, this is only her own self-
destructive projection; but the woman has become too
neurotic by that time to see through it.

No cheerful bedtime stories, these. The reason is
that meditations on prehistory eventually intersect with
the very old philosophical debate already mentioned:
does the essence of the human lie with Nature or
Culture? For if we knew this, some people argue, we
would also know the origin of human evil. If humanity
is by riature good, then we would agree with Rousseau
and the get-back-to-the-Garden people that culture and
civilization are only an imposition, a set of chains to
be thrown off by an at least potentially Noble Savage. -
On the other hand, if human nature is inclined to evil,
a$ in the older doctrine of “original sin” (or the newer
one of progress up from the “primitive”), culture is
our salvation from savagery. If it sounds quaint and
unenlightened to say that human nature is innately evil,
remember that the concept is reflected everywhere
from Shakespeare’s portrait of Caliban, the “natural
man” in The Tempest, to Freud’s Civilization and Its '
Discontents.

*- Some writers try to escape from this dualism. Jean
M. Auel’s The Clan of the Cave Bear, the 1980 best-
seller about a Cro-Magnon girl, Ayla, who grows to
maturity ameng a tribe of Neanderthals, tries to
balance these opposites through some extraordinary -
speculation. Ayla’s adopted people, the Neandethal
Clan of the Cave Bear, do not have her ability with
abstraction. One of the most wonderful episodes in
the novel is that in which Ayla astonishes the clan’s
wise man, who can dimly, with effort, grasp the con-
cept of “twenty” (fwo sets of ten fingers), by im-
mediately recognizing the possibility of thirty, forty,
fifty, etc. Neanderthals’ ability to think relationally is
also limited by a language consisting i large part of
gestures, a compensation for inadequate vocal ap-
paratus. Consequently, they cannot invent: their life

- style has not changed in 100,000 years, and they are

dying of stagnation. They have not even achieved any















